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South River High School continued their winner streak at the 2017 Anne Arundel County Envirothon
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New website coming soon!
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Anne Arundel Soil Conservation District
2662 Riva Road, Suite 150

Annapolis, MD 21401

We are in the final stages of 
completing our new website. 
Follow us on Facebook so you 
don’t miss the announcement!

MESSAGE FROM THE DISTRICT MANAGER JOHN CZAJKOWSKI

ANNE ARUNDEL SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

This is a bittersweet issue for the Soil 
Conservation District. While we have 
lots of good news to share, we also 
remember the late Herbert ‘Herb’ 
Sachs, who was a devoted member of 
the Anne Arundel Soil Conservation 
District Board of Supervisors. 

Mr. Sachs was a strong advocate for 
conservation of natural resources 
and his perspective and experience 
will be missed. He was also one of 
our most active volunteers for the 
Anne Arundel County Envirothon. 
Mr. Sachs attended our recent 
competition and awarded plaques to 
the teams placing highest in the five 
categories, as well as a signed print 
to the winning team from South River 
High School. In his remarks, he urged 
students to consider environmental 
science not just as a major in college, 
but as a life skill. I hope that this 
message sticks with the students and 
our District will continue this effort 

on Mr. Sachs’ behalf long into the 
future.

This newsletter is one of the tools 
we are using to spread the good 
word about soil conservation. 
Communication is a priority for 
Districts nationwide and we are 
proud to be taking proactive steps 
in this area. In the coming weeks, we 
will relaunch our website, aascd.org 
to reflect our new logo and branding 
and improve the experience for 
online visitors. 

Stay tuned! 

AASCD is now a founding 
member of Annapolis Green, an 
organization that promotes a 
healthy and thriving environment 
for the greater Annapolis area.

2017 ENVIROTHON RECAP
Congratulations to South River High 
School for placing first in the Anne 
Arundel County Envirothon and sixth 
in the Maryland Envirothon. 

We had fifteen teams from eight 
county schools compete in this year’s 
local competition, which was held at 
Arlington Echo Outdoor Education 
Center in April.

The Envirothon tests student’s 
knowledge and skill in five natural 
resource categories: Soils/Land Use, 
Aquatic Ecology, Forestry, Wildlife, 
and a current environmental issue.
This year’s 5th issue is Agriculture Soil 
& Water Conservation Stewardship. 
AASCD staff member Shelley Hopkins 
provided training for students in the 
Spring. And District staff oversaw 
the Soils and 5th Issue sections at the 
competition this April. 

In addition to winning the overall 
competition, South River also took 
home trophies for top scores in Soils 
and Forestry. Severna Park High  

School earned two trophies for top 
scores in Aquatic Ecology and Wildlife; 
And Broadneck High School received 
a trophy for the 5th issue with a top 
score on the topic of Agriculture Soils 
& Water Conservation Stewardship.

The State competition took place on 
June 15th and 16th at Camp Pecometh 
in Queen Anne’s County. Carroll 
County’s Venturing Crew 202 won 
the Maryland Envirothon and will 
represent the State at the National 
Competition on July 23 through 29 
which is being hosted by Maryland 
at Mount Saint Mary’s University in 
Emmitsburg.
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District Manager: John Czajkowski
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Office Manager: Keli Kirby
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Secretary: Bonnie Griffie
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Phone: (410) 571 - 6757
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Students from Broadneck High School earned the highest score in this 

year’s 5th Issue: Agricultural Soils & Water Conservation Stewardship. 

MDA Cover Crop Program Signup
JUNE 21 - JULY 17, 2017
Contact AASCD for more information

National Envirothon
JULY 23 - 29, 2017
Mount Saint Mary’s University, Emmitsburg

Maryland Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts Annual Meeting
AUGUST 7 - 9, 2017
Turf Valley, Ellicot City

Save the Date! Annual Dinner
OCTOBER 2017
Date and location to be announced



Brief caption for photo.

Photo from The Vineyards at Dodon: 
planting vineyard rootstock. 

SAND BOX FOR GROWN UPS: SASSAFRAS - MARYLAND’S STATE SOIL

Something to ‘wine’ about: Soil conservation helps local vineyards

The Maryland Department of 
Agriculture’s 2017-18 Cover Crop 
signup will run from June 21 to July 
17. Anne Arundel County farmers 
should contact our office to register.

Governor Hogan has allocated 
approximately $22.5 million for this 
year’s program, which provides 
grants to offset seed, labor, and 
equipment costs of fall cover crop 
plantings.

There are several important 
changes this year. As a cost-saving 
measure, farmers who choose to 
harvest their cover crops will no 
longer receive payment through 
the program. Farmers may enroll 
all eligible acres and decide later 
which acres will be harvested. 
Legume mixes now qualify for early 
planting incentives, and the aerial 
seed planting deadline has been 
extended to October 7.

MDA ANNOUNCES 2017-2018 
COVER CROP SIGNUP

REMEMBERING HERB SACHS 
Herbert ‘Herb’ Myron Sachs (1935-2017)

Herb Sachs unexpectedly passed  
away at age 82 on April 12, 2017. 
Those who knew him recognized his 
passion for conservation and natural 
resources. 
Mr. Sachs was a 52-year resident of 
Annapolis. In 1951, he graduated from  
Forrest Park High School and went 
on to earn a B.A. from the University 
of Maryland and an M.S. from the 
University of Michigan. He proudly 
served in the United States Army.

Mr. Sachs had an outstanding career 
with the State of Maryland. During 
his tenure, he wrote legislation that 
established the State’s Department 
of Water Resources, Department 
of Chesapeake Affairs and the 
Maryland Geologic Survey. He also 
helped to establish  the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources 
and pioneered many public policies 

for the benefit of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. 

Mr. Sachs served on the Anne 
Arundel Soil Conservation Board of 
Supervisors for  two years. He was 
a champion for the Envirothon and 
for environmental education. His 
knowledge on conservation issues 
and  professional experience were 
an  asset to the Board of Supervisors, 
and his insight and wisdom is dearly 
missed.

Mr. Sachs is survived by his wife, 
Ann, along with their four children, 
and three grandchildren.

At the family’s request, donations in 
Mr. Sachs’ memory can be made to: 

The Maryland Envirothon  
c/o Maryland Association of Soil 
Conservation Districts 
209 Jarman Branch Dr. 
Centreville, MD 21617 

or The Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Welcome Paul Hafner 

We are pleased to announce that Paul Hafner has 
joined AASCD as a full-time Urban Reviewer.  

Paul is a graduate of the University of Kentucky 
and holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Natural 
Resources & Environmental Science. Prior to 
joining AASCD, Paul worked at Environmental 

AASCD URBAN TEAM UPDATE
The Urban Team at AASCD currently consists of 2.4 people who review 
grading permits for the City of Annapolis, Anne Arundel County and State 
Highway Administration.

Between January 1 and April 30, 2017, our Urban Staff reviewed 869 
submittals. These projects include single family dwellings, large 
subdivisions, logging permits, commercial projects, landfills, mining plans, 
state road improvements, as well as restoration projects involving streams 
and wetlands. Our role in these efforts are established by Maryland State 
law and regulations. We embrace our role in Maryland’s sediment control 
and stormwater management activities. Our district has a strong history of 
working closely with local governments to provide builders and developers 
with sound technical and timely reviews.

Quality Resources in Millersville as a Layout Foreman. He was responsible 
for onsite management of construction crews to enhance water quality. 
Paul has completed Sediment Control  (E&SC) training courses through the 
Maryland Department of the Environment (“green card”) and the Maryland 
State Highway Administration (“yellow card”) which are required for E&SC 
managers working on state projects.

The Sassafras series was officially 
designated as Maryland’s state soil 
in 1999 to recognize the 100 year 
anniversary of the nation’s first soil 
survey in 1899. 

Sassafras was one of the first soil 
series established in the United 
States and is designated as a 
Benchmark and Hall of Fame soil 
series in recognition of its historical 
significance.

Sassafras is often referred to as the 
“Mother of all Soils” on the coastal 
plain. In Maryland, Sassafras is 
mapped in 19 of 23 counties, more 
than any other soil in the state. It 
comprises approximately one-half 
million acres , which is about  7% 
of Maryland’s total land area. In 
a USDA bulletin from 1915 it was 
recorded that more than half of the 
soil survey of Anne Arundel County 
consisted of Sassafras series. 

SASSAFRAS SOIL PROFILE
Surface layer: dark brown sandy 
loam
Subsoil (upper): strong brown 
sandy clay loam
Subsoil (lower): strong brown 
sandy loam
Substratum: brownish yellow 
sandy loam

Soils of the Sassafras series are very 
deep, well drained and moderately 
permeable, formed in the sandy 
marine and old alluvial sediments of 
the Coastal Plain. 

Sassafras is one of more than 
225 soil series in Maryland that 
are recognized by soil scientists. 
According to the 1929 USDA 
bulletin, What is a Soil Series, the 
classification of soils were originally 
made to aid in the study of crop 
adaptations. Farmers and scientists 
sought to better understand the 

differences in crop production and 
it was determined that soils (and 
the differences among them) played 
an important role. 

Sassafras soil is categorized as Class 
I, which is considered to be prime 
farmland. It is also one of the best 
soils for residential development 
and onsite septic systems. Sassafras 
soils present very few limitations 
with regard to almost any type of 
land use. 

VISIT NRCS.USDA.GOV TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SOIL.

GET YOUR SOIL TESTED

AASCD will pay for your basic 

soil and organic matter test 

plus the cost of shipping.

Contact our office for more details.

Soil is the life blood of any agricultural 
operation; including a vineyard. 
Adopting best management practices 
(BMPs) for soil conservation are 
good for all aspects of viticulture 
including soil health, water quality, 
and plant health. In combination, 
these strategies also help to produce 
better tasting wines.

There are three vineyards in Anne 
Arundel County: Harness Creek 
Vineyards (Great Frog Winery) in 
Annapolis, Thanksgiving Farm in 
Harwood, and The Vineyards at 
Dodon in Davidsonville.

The Anne Arundel Soil Conservation 
District works with these farm 
operations to design BMPs. The 
principle goal for the District is to 
manage soil - this means preventing 
and limiting erosion and promoting 
optimal soil health. 

There are a number of BMPs that 
vineyards use that traditional farmers 

are familiar with. One of these is 
cover crops. Specific varieties are 
selected and planted for the purpose 
of erosion control as well as improved 
soil structure, nutrient fixation, and 
habitat of beneficial insects. 

Grass strips planted between 
vineyard rows, help reduce the 
velocity of runoff and trap sediments. 
They also provide habitat for insects 
and suppress undesirable weeds. 
Contour orchard is similar to contour 
farming and involves the planting of 
vineyards (or other fruit crops) on a 
contour with the slope of the land, 
rather than up hill and down. 

This practice reduces surface runoff, 
increases infiltration of moisture, 
and reduces soil erosion. Contour 
orchard also improves the efficiency 
of equipment operation and improves 
vineyard esthetics.

Want to improve your farm operation?  
Find out how we can help. Call (410) 571 - 6757


